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Juana the next day, and never came near her again,
though he gave her the city of Duenas, and let her call
herself Queen for the rest of her life.
He then returned to Maria de Padilla, who seems
to have been nothing but a helpless frightened being,
fluttering in the hands of the savage who had fastened
his brutal affections on her. He afterwards declared he
had married her before his wedding with Blanche; but
this was probably to legitimatise her children, for no one
could believe his word. Meanwhile, Blanche was sent as
a sort of prisoner to the Alca2ar of Toledo; but on the
way she asked leave of her escort to pay her devotions in
the cathedral, and when there, she claimed the privilege
of sanctuary, and refused to leave it with her guards.
The clergy would not give her up ; the ladies flocked
round her and brought their husbands. The old
mosque with its heavy arches and large columns was a
wonderful scene, as the young French queen, not yet
twenty, stood on a step, telling them of her cruel
wrongs and imploring succour, while ladies wept for
her under their black veils, and men's swords flashed,
and oaths were taken to uphold her cause. She was
taken to the Alcazar in triumph, and there soon
hastened to her Don Alfonso of Albuquerque, and
the twin-brothers ; Fadrique, bringing seven hundred
knights of his order to her aid, and swearing to devote
his sword to her. After rifling the treasury, they all
repaired to Medina del Campo, and sent their terms
to the king—namely, that he should take back his wife
and dismiss Maria de Padilla and her relations. He
made no answer ; but his mother and half the kingdom
joined them, so that he was forced at last to put himself
into their hands.

